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Egy regionális alpi grafit lenyíródási felület a Pannon–medence ÉNy-i részén

Összefoglalás
A Pannon-medence ÉNy-i részén található a több mint fél évszázada kimutatott, ún. Dunántúli Vezetőképesség Anomália

(TCA). Az anomália rendkívül alacsony ellenállású (1–2 Ωm), horizontálisan nagy kiterjedésű (néhány 1000 km2) és a felszín
alatt, 3 és 15 km közötti mélységben fordul elő. Az anomália kialakulásának okairól és körülményeiről már többféle
magyarázat született. Ezek az elméletek az alacsony ellenállást közel függőleges helyzetű dike-ok formájában jelentkező,
grafittal vagy folyadékkal kitöltött törési zónákat vagy majdnem horizontális ausztroalpi takaróhatárokat feltételeztek.
Eleddig a jól vezető anomália analógiájára csak egyetlen kibukkanási helyet feltételeztek, a TCA-tól 300 km-re Ny-ra, a
Drauzug–Gail-völgy térségében, a Keleti-Alpokban.

Korábbi munkák során is tettek már kísérletet a jól vezető anomália és a 2D szeizmikus reflexiós szelvényeken nagy
amplitúdóval jelentkező szeizmikus reflektorok korrelálására. Jelen cikk a 2D ipari szeizmikus szelvények felhasználá sával
történt szisztematikus korreláció eredményeit ismerteti. Az eredmények alapján az anomália felszín alatti kiterjedése és
elhelyezkedése jól korrelál a kréta korú, közel horizontális helyzetű ausztroalpi takarós határokkal. Ezt a Dunántúli-
középhegység és a Keleti-Alpok takarós egységeinek modern modellje is alátámasztja.

A felső-ausztroalpi takaróegységek déli peremén, a Grauwacke-zónában számos felszíni grafitkibukkanás ismert. Az
ÉNy-Stíria területén elhelyezkedő, oldalirányban nagy kiterjedésű grafitos egységek a karbon korú kőszén meta morfózisa
során alakultak ki a krétában. Ebben a munkában elsőként dokumentálunk egy fúrást ÉNy-Magyarország területén ahol
azonos korú grafitos egységet értek el. A magnetotellurikus anomália és a különleges szeizmikus szignál korrelációja alapján
azonos paleozoos egységek a felső-ausztroalpi takarórendszer alján, 3–15 km-es mélységben helyezkedhetnek el.

Mindezek alapján a TCA jelenlegi kiterjedésének és geometriájának legjobb magyarázata a grafit jelenléte a közel víz -
szin tes helyzetű, tektonikusan kivékonyodott alpi nyírási felületek mentén a felső-ausztroalpi takarós egységek alsó határán.

Tárgyszavak: magnetotellurika, grafit, alpi, lenyíródás, Pannon-medence, Ausztria, Magyarország

Abstract
The so-called Transdanubian Conductivity Anomaly (TCA) of the Hungarian part of the NW Pannonian Basin has

been well known for more than five decades. The exceptionally low resistivity (i.e. 1–2 Ωm) zone has a very large areal
extent (on the order a few thousand km2) and it is an entirely subsurface anomaly occurring at depth between circa 3–15
km, with no corresponding outcrops. Various geological explanations of this enigmatic crustal-scale geophysical
anomaly range from invoking sub-horizontal Alpine nappe contacts to sub-vertical dikes with graphite and/or saline fluid
content. Only one possible analogue outcrop area was considered for the high conductivity anomaly so far, namely the
Drauzug/Gailtal area of the Eastern Alps in Austria, some 300 km to the West from the TCA area.

Previous attempts to find correspondence between the TCA and prominent seismic reflectors seen on 2D seismic
reflection profiles were based on data acquired by research institutions. This study systematically correlates, for the first
time, the TCA with 2D industry seismic reflection data in the same area. Our new results show a very strong correlation
between the subsurface extent and location of the TCA with various sub-horizontally oriented Cretaceous Alpine nappe
surfaces. In addition, we draw on the latest structural correlation of the Alpine nappe stack of the Transdanubian Range
with its proper tectonic counterpart in the Eastern Alps. 

At the southern edge of the Upper Austroalpine units in northern Styria, in the Veitsch Nappe of the Greywacke Zone,
numerous graphite localities are known historically. These laterally extensive graphite units in NW Styria formed as the
result of greenschist-grade metamorphism of a Carboniferous coal sequence during the Cretaceous. For the first time, we
describe here one well penetration of possibly age-equivalent graphitic units in NW Hungary. Correlation of the
magnetotelluric anomaly with the distinct reflection seismic signature suggests that the same Palaeozoic graphite-
bearing Upper Austroalpine units should be present at 3–15 km depth in our study area.

Therefore we propose that the best explanation for the observed extent and geometry of the TCA is the presence of graphite
in subhorizontal, tectonically thinned detachment surfaces at the base of the Upper Austroalpine nappe edifice of NW Hungary.
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Introduction

The application of the magnetotelluric method, based on
the early theoretical work of CAGNIARD (1953), has a long
history in Hungary that dates back to the early 1960s (e.g.
ÁDÁM & VERŐ 1965). In particular, one of our co-authors,
Prof. Ferenc (Frank) HORVÁTH, whom this special issue is
dedicated to, studied this field briefly during the early part
of his academic career (e.g. ÁDÁM et al. 1970; STEGENA et al.
1971, 1972). 

Due to the pioneering early studies using telluric (TT)
and magnetotelluric (MT) measurements in Hungary, the
Transdanubian Conductivity Anomaly (TCA) was first
mentioned by ÁDÁM & VERŐ (1965). The first evidence for a
substantial subsurface anomaly was actually provided by
the correlation of MT sounding results around Bakonybél
with the signal registered at the Nagycenk geophysical
observatory, some 100 km apart (Figure 1). At Bakonybél,
the long-period changes were missing due to the very low

crustal resistivity, therefore the pronounced amplitude
decrease was attributed to a high conductivity anomaly
beneath the Transdanubian Range of NW Hungary. In the
following years the outline of the TCA was systematically
mapped using relative telluric frequency soundings (ÁDÁM

& VERŐ 1965). Based on the charac teristics of the relative
telluric frequency curves, it became clear that the high con -
ductivity formations are located beneath the thick Mesozoic
carbonates, possibly within the Palaeozoic sequence. The
first MT soundings in the Bakony Mts. were done in 1966
and these measurements confirmed the earlier results based
on relative telluric frequency soundings (TAKÁCS 1968).

From the 1970s on, there were two institutions, which
were conducting MT measurements in NW Hungary. The
Eötvös Loránd Geophysical Institution (ELGI) was focu -
sing on regional transects making about 200 measure -
ments in the 0.05–1000 s period range (e.g. NEMESI et al.
1994). The distance between individual measurement points
was on average 2–2.5 km. In contrast, the MTA Geodetic and
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Figure 1. Alpine structural elements of the Eastern Alps and the western Pannonian Basin, modified from LINZER & TARI (2012). Geographic locations
mentioned in the text are highlighted by red dots. The area of the TCA in NW Hungary is highlighted by a semitransparent polygon

1. ábra. A Keleti-Alpok és a Pannon-medence nyugati részének szerkezeti képe, LINZER & TARI (2012) után módosítva. Az anomália (TCA) területét az átlátszó piros poligon
jelöli



Geophysical Research Institute of the Hungarian Academy
of Sciences (GGKI) had MT measure ments in the 10–3600
s period domain, at about 100 loca tions. Despite the diffe -
rences, the two data sets are complementary in the context of
assessing the TCA (ÁDÁM 2001). 

As to the geologic nature of the TCA, various inter -
pretations were proposed during the last three decades. An
early interpretation by ÁDÁM (1976) considered fracture
zones with electrolites which could have very high conduc -
tivity given the expected temperature range at depth. A
subsequent interpretation considered vertical to near-ver -
tical dikes or sets of dikes as the cause of the TCA (ÁDÁM

1987, 1996). Since a widely accepted regional tectonic
model in the 1980s proposed a westward correlation of the
Bakony Mts. to the West to the Drauzug Mts. in Austria
(KÁZMÉR & KOVÁCS 1985), additional MT measurements
were made in the Gail Valley and in the Karawanken Mts. in
Austria (ÁDÁM et al. 1990). These MT measurements indi -
cated that a graphite sequence of Palaeozoic age, locat ed
beneath Mesozoic carbonates, is probably responsible for
the MT signal, which was found to be very similar to that of
the TCA (ÁDÁM et al. 1990).

In this work, we consider the TCA as the result of deeply
buried sub-horizontal Carboniferous graphite layers, which
formed Eoalpine (Cretaceous) décollement levels providing
the overthrust planes of Alpine nappe structures those.
According to our interpretation, the best analogues for these
graphitic units are located along the eastern Greywacke
Zone in the Eastern Alps. These laterally extensive and well
studied graphite units between Lassing and Kohlbach -
graben (Styria) formed as the result of greenschist-grade
metamorphism of a Carboniferous coal sequence during
Cretaceous nappe stacking of the Alps (e.g. NEUBAUER et al.
1994).

Geological setting

Building on the interpretations of HORVÁTH & RUMPLER

(1984), HORVÁTH et al. (1987), HORVÁTH (1993), TARI (1994,
1996), TARI & HORVÁTH (2006) and HORVÁTH et al (2006), an
overview was published on the Alpine nappe structure of the
Transdanubian Range by TARI & HORVÁTH (2010). Note that
Alpine nappe struc ture of the Transdanubian Range has
been debated for about a century in the Hungarian geologic
literature (see HORVÁTH & DOMBRÁDI 2010, for a discus -
sion). More regional over views (e.g. SCHMID et al. 2008,
FROTZHEIM et al. 2008) also described the Transdanubian
Range as a correlative Alpine unit to the Drauzug (Figure
1). More specifically, the Drau zug–Gurktal nappe system of
SCHMID et al. (2004) re presents a nappe stack originally
located south of the Meli ata embayment and in their syn -
thesis the Palaeozoic of the Transdanubian Range correlates
with the Graz Palaeo zoic (Figure 1). The Greywacke Zone
forms the strati gra phic basis of a part of the Northern
Calcareous Alps (Figure 1) and finds its eastern contin u a -
tion in the Gemmericum of the West Carpathians (SCHMID et
al. 2004, 2008).

Another point of view was introduced by TARI &
HORVÁTH (2006) and shortly after by LINZER & TARI (2012)
emphasising the structural similarities between the
Northern Calcareous Alps and that of the Transdanubian
Range situated in the highest structural position within the
Alpine nappe stack. In our view, the Upper Austroalpine
units, such as the Drauzug–Gurktal nappes, the Palaeozoic
of Graz (Figure 1) and various Palaeozoic units in the sub -
surface of the Styrian and Danube Basin are distributed as
large klippen in the central and southern areas of the Eastern
Alps corresponding to a once-contiguous Upper Austro -
alpine nappe system covering the entire realm (TARI 1994).
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Figure 2. Line drawing interpretation of a regional transect based on vintage 2D reflection seismic data in north-western Hungary (for location see
Figure 1), adapted from TARI & HORVÁTH (2006)

2. ábra. Regionális geológiai szelvény értelmezése 2D szeizmikus reflexiós mérések alapján (TARI & HORVÁTH, 2006). A szelvény nyomvonalát az 1. ábra
mutatja



To illustrate the presence of Eoalpine (Cretaceous)
nappe systems beneath the NW Pannonian Basin, to be
correlated with the classical units of the Eastern Alps
(Figure 1), a simplified regional composite seismic transect
is shown here (Figure 2) adapted from TARI & HORVÁTH

(2006). This regional transect has been reproduced as a line
drawing interpretation for clarity, trending generally north-
west–north-north-west, therefore as a dip line with respect
to most Eoalpine and Neoalpine structures in NW Hungary.
Note that some of the MT measurement points of the TCA
have been projected onto this regional section (Figure 2)
suggesting some broad coincidence of the high conductivity
anomalies with the inferred nappe boundaries to be de -
scribed in this work.

To better understand the pre-existing Eoalpine nappe
structure, the footprint of the Neogene extensional tectonics
needs to be removed followed by the various Palaeogene and
Senonian basin fragments. The idealised cartoonish transect
across the Alpine–Pannonian junction area based on a
regional transect by TARI (1996) is a qualitative attempt to
illustrate the interpretation concept that the Eoalpine nappe
units of the Eastern Alps were once contiguous with those of
the Transdanubian Range (Figure 3). In particular, both the
Northern Calcareous Alps including the Greywacke Zone at
its base and the nappe system of the Bakony Mountains have
an Upper Austroalpine tectonic position, i.e. on top of the
Alpine nappe system. This once continuous nappe stack
disintegrated because of large-scale exhumation and ero -
sion during the late Oligocene and the subsequent Miocene

extensional periods (e.g. HORVÁTH et al. 2006, TARI &
HORVÁTH 2006, KUHLEMANN et al. 2006). 

The important aspect of the cartoon model (Figure 3) for
this work is that the area where the TCA is located have
Upper Austroalpine Palaeozoic units which do have
counter parts in the outcrops in the Eastern Alps along strike
(i.e. in the Gurktal and Graz Palaeozoic of the Drauzug–
Gurktal nappe system and the Greywacke Zone) and some
limited outcrops along the Balaton Highland (Figure 1).
Unfortunately, the subcrop of the Upper Austroalpine
Palaeo zoic units beneath the Neogene to Quaternary
Danube Basin in the area of the TCA is located entirely in
the subsurface and, therefore, is known only from wells (e.g.
HAAS et al. 2010). However, it is important to note that
BALÁZS (1971, 1975) has already corre lated the various
poorly dated Palaeozoic units encountered in numerous
hydrocarbon exploration wells with those of the Graz
Palaeo zoic, based on their litho logical characters.

Data base and methods

The NW Pannonian Basin of Hungary is well covered by
an extensive 2D seismic reflection data set (Figure 4),
which was mostly acquired in the 1980s (e.g. TARI 1994,
TARI & HORVÁTH 2010). These are migrated standard
industry seismic profiles processed typically down to 4 s
two-way travel time. Whereas there are some recently
acquired 3D seismic reflection data sets in the same area, we
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Figure 3. Idealised cross section across the Alpine–Pannonian junction area (for location see Figure 1) modified from TARI & HORVÁTH (2006). Note that the
flattening datum level of this cartoonish transect is the erosional surface at the base of the combined Senonian–Cenozoic basin fill. See text for detailed explanation

3. ábra. Idealizált szerkezeti modell a Keleti-Alpok Pannon-medencével határos területén keresztül (nyomvonalát lásd. az 1. ábrán), TARI & HORVÁTH (2006) után
módosítva. A szerkezeti modell referencia szintje a senon–kainozoos medencefeltöltődés bázisának eróziós felszíne. Ennek részletes magyarázatát lásd a szövegben
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Figure 4. Data base for this study: 2D seismic reflection (black lines) and MT (magnetotelluric) sounding points (magenta circles) in the NW Pannonian Basin of
Hungary (for a location see Figure 1)

4. ábra. A vizsgálat során felhasznált adatok helyszínrajza: 2D szeizmikus reflexiós szelvények (narancssárga vonalak) és MT (magnetotellurikus) szondázási pontok (lila
körök) a Pannon-medence ÉNy-i részén. A vizsgált terület az 1. ábrán látható



have not integrated those into our study. We had also access
to about 200 hydrocarbon exploration wells drilled in the
area (Figure 4), including well-logs, cutting and core
descriptions and final geological well reports. Since most of
these wells were drilled in the 1970s and 1980s, the well log
suites typically do not include velocity (i.e. sonic) infor -
mation which made the proper depth conversion on the
wells challenging. Since all the reflection seismic data was
interpreted in the two-way travel time domain, the depth
conversion was critical to plot the position of the high-
conductivity anomaly on the seismic profiles (i.e. Figures 2,
and later 8, 9). The depth conversion was based on regional
time-depth functions derived from 8 well check-shot
surveys in the Hungarian Danube Basin (NÉMETH 2014).

The numerous MT (magnetotelluric) sounding points in
the same general area (Figure 4) were compiled from various
sources, including NEMES et al. (1994), ÁDÁM (2001) and
NÉMETH et al. (2014). The details of the raw MT data, pro -
cessing schemes, also including inversion, were des cribed by
NÉMETH (2014). 74 individual MT sounding points were

processed using the GEOSYSTEM WinGLink software.
This software offers two 1D inversion algorithms, using the
Bostick transformation or the Occam inversion (BOSTICK

1977, CONSTABLE et al. 1987). The 1D inversion was done on
MT stations measured along two regional transects (KA–3
and DHK–1) measured by the Eötvös Loránd Geophysical
Institution. Whereas the KA–3 transect is about 95 km long
with 49 MT sounding points, the DKH–1 transect is about 80
km long with 25 MT stations (Figure 4). 

To constrain the modelling results assuming graphitic
lithologies as the primary cause for the TCA, we also mea -
sured graphite rock samples from outcrops and mines
located in the Greywacke Zone of the Eastern Alps (Table I). 

Inversion and interpretation of the

magnetotelluric data sets in the context 

of the TCA

The magnetotelluric inversion results along the longer
and better constrained KA–3 transect are reproduced here
(Figure 5), adapted from NÉMETH et al. (2014). On the SE
part of this regional MT transect, beneath the Bakony Mts.,
the TCA manifests itself by two exceptionally high conduc -
tivity zones (coloured in red) found at upper crustal depth
(3–15 km). The overall position of this “double-decker”
anomaly coincides with the primary synform of the Trans -
danubian Range. The thick Triassic to Jurassic carbo nates
(up to 2–3 km) outcropping on the surface have a distinct
high resisitivity signal with values in the 200–1000 Ωm
range. Between about KA–3–17 and KA–3–18b this suc -
cession is repeated by overthrusting (e.g. TARI & HOR VÁTH
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Table I. Resistivity measurements on graphite samples from the Eastern Alps

I. táblázat. Ellenállás mérési eredmények grafit mintákon a Keleti Alpokból

Figure 5. Regional MT transect (KA–3) across the NW Pannonian Basin, Hungary showing the presence of exceptionally high conductivity zones (coloured in red) at
upper crustal depth (3–15 km). For location see Figure 4. Note that there are at least two of these MT anomalies, a shallower one and a deeper one, corresponding to two
interpreted Eoalpine detachment levels. Note that the “ring-shaped” anomaly in the center is a contouring artifact. Vertical exaggeration is 2.5

5. ábra. Regionális MT szelvény (KA–3) a Pannon-medence ÉNy-i részén, amelyen a rendkívül magas ellenállású zónák (piros színnel jelölve) a felső kéregben láthatóak,
3–15 km mélységben. A szelvény elhelyezkedését a 4. ábra mutatja. A szelvényen két MT anomália azonosítható, egy sekélyebb és egy mélyebb, melyek megfeleltethetők
egy-egy eoalpi lenyíródási felületnek. Megjegyzendő, hogy a szelvény közepén található „gyűrű alakú” anomália a kontúrozás hibájából adódik, az értelmezés során
figyelmen kívül kell hagyni. Vertikális túlmagasítás: 2,5



2010) and that is why the total thickness of the Lower
Mesozoic carbonates is about 5 km in the center of the
Bakony syncline (Figure 5). Note that the deep “ring-shap -
ed” low-resistivity anomaly between KA–3–11 and KA–3–
15 is a contouring artifact and it should be ignored. Similar -
ly, another contouring artifact is the one at the south-eastern
end of the transect where a deeper and rela tively steeply
dipping segment of the TCA, which could be followed
through the MT stations KA–3–24, –26 and –29, probably
projects up closer to the surface near the Lake Balaton.

Importantly, the TCA, defined by low resistivity
anomalies in the 2–4 Ωm range, cannot be found to the NW
from the MT station KA–3–11 (Figure 5). This marked
change in the MT resistivity response can be confidently
followed along strike in a NE–SW direction as the map-view
results of NEMES et al. (1994) showed. This marked change
defines the extent of the TCA to the NW (Figure 1).

Considering the various explanations for the extremely
low resistivity anomaly (e.g. ÁDÁM 1980, 1987, 1996), we
prefer the model whereas graphite is the primary cause (ÁDÁM

1996, GLOVER & ÁDÁM 2008), for geological reasons (see
later). Assuming graphitic lithologies, the question arises
how much graphite is required to cause the observed average
horizontal conductivity of about 1–2 Ωm? We have built
geologically reasonable models for a 100 m thick gross
lithologic column with variable amount of graphite and
other common lithologies, such as shale, silt, sandstone and

limestone (Figure 6). The 100 m thickness has been chosen
as it is a vertical interval which is still resolvable by both MT
sounding and conventional industry reflection seismic data
at the depth of 4–8 km. Whereas the typical resistivities for
the non-graphitic lithologies in these lithologic columns
(Figure 6) were selected based on published literature (e.g.
KELLER 1987), we have actually measured the resistivity of
a graphite rock sample from the active Kaisersberg graphite
mine (Table I).

We chose to have various amounts of net graphite em -
placed within the 100 m lithologic column, i.e. 1, 2, 5 and 10 m
thick layers (Figure 6). The calculations for the average hor -
izontal resistivity then produced 3.01, 1.52, 0.62 and 0.31Ωm
for these cases, respectively (Figure 6). Therefore the modell -
ing showed that just a few metres thick graphite layer could
cause the typically observed 1–2 Ωm resistivity of the
Transdanubian Conductivity Anomaly (TCA) of the Hun -
garian part of the NW Pannonian Basin.

Correlation of the high-conductivity zone with

prominent seismic reflectors

Many seismic examples compiled by NÉMETH (2014)
show that the TCA does correspond in many instances to a
distinct reflector package on seismic reflection profiles. For
brevity, here only two of these seismic lines will be
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Figure 6. For modelling the impact of graphite thickness on the MT anomaly, we chose to have various amount of net graphite within a 100 m lithologic column,
i.e. 1, 2, 5 and 10 m thick layers. The calculations for the average horizontal resistivity then produced 3.01, 1.52, 0.62 and 0.31 Ωm for these cases, respectively.
Assuming a 100 m gross lithologic interval resolvable by conventional industry reflection seismic data at the depth of 5–10 km, we found that just a few metres of
net graphite lithology could reproduce the observed average horizontal conductivity of about (i.e. 1–2 Ωm) of the Transdanubian Conductivity Anomaly (TCA)
in the NW Pannonian Basin

6. ábra. Különböző vastagságú grafitrétegek alacsony ellenállás anomáliát okozó hatásának modellezése. A rendelkezésünkre álló kaisersbergi mintákból a grafit
ellenállása ismert (I. táblázat), a különböző litológiákra pedig becsülhető, így egy 100 m vastagságú rétegsor átlagos ellenállásértéke meghatározható. A rétegsor felépítése
szintén megadható ipari reflexiós szeizmikus adatok segítségével 5–10 km mélységben. A modellezés alapján már néhány m vastagságú grafitréteg is okozhat hasonlóan
alacsony horizontális irányú vezetőképesség anomáliát (1–2 Ω�m), mint amilyen a Dunántúli Vezetőképesség Anomália (TCA) esetében is megfigyelhető a Pannon-
medence ÉNy-i részén
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Figure 7. Interpretation of a vintage industry 2D reflection seismic line (Vpá–10) adapted from HORVÁTH & RUMPLER (1984). The prominent strong package of
reflectors beneath within the pre-Cenozoic basement was interpreted here, for the first time, as the seismic expression of a Alpine (Cretaceous) nappe boundary
(for location see Figure 4)

7. ábra. 2D szeizmikus reflexiós szelvény (Vpá–10) értelmezése HORVÁTH & RUMPLER (1984) szerint, amelyen először kötötték a prekainozoos aljzatban jelentkező erős
reflexiókat kréta korú alpi takaró határához (a szelvény nyomvonalát lásd a 4. ábrán)

Figure 8. The same seismic section (Vpá–10) as shown in Figure 7, but here the MT inversion results were plotted on the line, modified from NÉMETH (2014). Low
resistivity values are highlighted in red. Note the coincidence of the prominent package of reflectors inferred to be an Alpine detachment surface by HORVÁTH &
RUMPLER (1984) with two very low resistivity measurements (i.e. 0.86 and 1.97 Ωm) corresponding to the TCA (for location see Figure 4)

8. ábra. A Vpá–10 szeizmikus szelvény, rajta az MT inverzió eredményeivel, módosítva NÉMETH (2014) után. Az alacsony ellenállásokat a piros értékek jelölik. Meg -
figyelhető, hogy a HORVÁTH & RUMPLER (1984) által alpi lenyíródási felületként értelmezett reflexió jól egybeesik két alacsony ellenállású zónával (0.86 és 1.97 Ωm),
melyek megfeleltethetők a vezetőképesség anomáliának (TCA, a szelvény nyomvonalát lásd a 4. ábrán)



reproduced and discussed. In particular, we chose a vintage
industry 2D reflection seismic line (Vpá–10) which turned
out to be crucially important for HORVÁTH & RUMPLER

(1984) to suggest for the first time that the prominent strong
package of reflectors beneath within the pre-Cenozoic
basement is the seismic expression of a Cretaceous Alpine
nappe boundary (Figure 7). Along this seismic section, the
lithology of the pre-Cenozoic basement is constrained by
hydrocarbon exploration wells. Moreover, the well (Tét–3)
on the NW end of the section was drilled specifically to
penetrate the inferred Alpine overthrust interpreted to be
located between Palaeozoic units on top and Mesozoic units

below (HORVÁTH & RUMPLER 1984). According to HORVÁTH

& RUMPLER (1984), this well did not reach the expected
overthrust plane because the drilling operations became
difficult and the well was terminated some 400 m short of
the original total depth. The well encountered about 400 m
slightly metamorphosed Palaeozoic units in the pre-Ceno -
zoic basement before reaching the TD.

The same seismic section (Vpá–10) was re-examined by
NÉMETH (2014). The nearby MT inversion results were pro -
jected and plotted on the line which is displayed in two-way
travel time, using the regional time-depth conversion based on
nearby well check shots (Figure 8). Low resistivity values (i.e.
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Figure 9. Well-logs of the Tét–3 well displayed between 2800–3200 m. Note the marked character change on the resistivity log at 2882 m depth, subdividing the
Palaeozoic sequence into two parts. The core descriptions reproduced from the final geologic report without any changes also support the topmost 50 m of this
sequence being low-grade (epimetamorphic) metamorphosed phyllites as opposed to the underlying anchimetamorhic sandy slates. A zoomed-in part of the Vpá–
10 migrated time seismic section (Figure 8) is displayed assuming a 3000 m/s average seismic velocity in the vicinity of the overthrust plane. Note that this
assumption has been made due to the lack of a proper synthetic seismic tie. Red and blue wiggles stand for seismic peaks and troughs, respectively. The seismic
traces diplayed are about 60 m apart and the well has been projected into the plane of the seismic section by about 400 m from the SW

9. ábra. Karotázs szelvény a Tét–3 fúrásból 2800–3200 m közötti mélységben. Különösen az ellenállás szelvényen 2882 m mélységben figyelhető meg egy markáns
változás, amely a paleozoos rétegsort két részre bontja. A magleírás szintén alátámasztja ezt, a rétegsor legfelső 50 méterét alacsony metamorf fokú (epimetamorf) fillitek
alkotják, szemben az alatta lévő anchimetamorf homokos palákkal. Az ábra jobb oldalán a Vpá–10 (8. ábra) migrált időszelvény egy kinagyított része látható, 3000 m/s
átlagos szeizmikus sebességet feltételezve az áttolódási sík környezetében. Megfelelő szintetikus szeizmogramm hiányában a sebesség értéke csak egy becsült érték. A piros
és kék amplitudók a szeizmikus csúcsokat és völgyeket jelölik. Az egyes szeizmikus csatornák távolsága kb. 60 m, míg a kút kb. 400 m távolságból vetül a szeizmikus
szelvényre DNy-i irányból



less than 5 Ωm) are shown in red. Note the coincidence of the
prominent package of intra-basement strong reflectors infer -
red to be an Alpine detachment surface by HORVÁTH & RUMP-
LER (1984), with two very low resistivity measure ments (i.e.
0.86 and 1.97 Ωm) corresponding to the TCA (NÉMETH 2014). 

The final geological well report on this particular well
was finished in November 1985, obviously not available to
HORVÁTH & RUMPLER (1984) at the time of writing their
paper. However, in the report we have found evidence for the
presence of a) an Eoalpine overthrust plane penetrated in the
well and b) possibly graphite based on the conventional cores
taken in the poorly dated Palaeozoic sequence in this well
(Figure 9). Between 2822–3260 m, the Palaeozoic sequence
was described as being dominated by very low-grade (anchi -
metamorphic) metamorphosed slates. How ever, the topmost
50 m of this sequence was described as low-grade (epimeta -
morphic) metamorphosed phyllites and being different from
the underlying anchimetamorphic sandy slates. This macro -
scopic observation was also supported by thin section
descriptions and a marked character change on the resistivity
log at 2882 m depth (Figure 9). The thin section descriptions
of the cores taken in deeper part of the Palaeozoic sequence
(cores #8, 9 and 10), done by Endre BALÁZS, also mention the
presence of opaque grains respon sible for the dark grey
colour of the rock. Some of these o paque grains display even
fibrous fabric indicating their or ga nic origin. Therefore the
report classified these grains as anthracite, or even graphite,
with a question mark (Figure 9).

In our assessment, the detailed post-drill analysis of the
well and reflection seismic data (Figure 9) proved the pre-
drill interpretation of HORVÁTH & RUMPLER (1984) assu -
ming the presence of a major Alpine overthrust plane. The

2882 m depth picked for the overthrust plane in the Tét–3
well using the well logs corresponds reasonably to the top of
the prominent reflector package (Figure 9) in lieau of a
proper synthetic seismic tie. 

The sub-thrust hydrocarbon exploration play of the Tét–
3 well failed as it did not penetrate the expected Mesozoic
reservoir sequence beneath the detachment surface, but it
has rather found non-reservoir, low grade Palaeozoic meta -
morphics (Figure 9).

The KH–2 seismic profile is another illustration for the
frequent coincidence of strong intra-basement reflector
packages with the high conductivity layer (Figure 10). This
seismic profile was also utilised by NÉMETH (2014) and she
projected 17 of the 1D MT inversion results from the nearby
KA–3 MT transect. Compared to the seismic example dis -
cussed above (Figure 8), there are two prominent reflector
bundles on this profile which appear to correlate very well
with the very low resistivity rock units (i.e. 0.36 and 
4.67 Ωm) defining the TCA along this transect. Note that
there are at least two of these MT anomalies on top of each
other, a shallower one and a deeper one, corresponding to
two interpreted Eoalpine detachment levels (Figure 5).

Interpretation of the data in terms of an Alpine

graphite-bearing detachment level

In the overall framework of the Eastern Alps, the
outcropping Greywacke Zone at the base of the Northern
Calcareous Alps (Figure 1) is a very good analogue for the
subsurface structural fabric beneath the Hungarian NW
Pannonian Basin (Figure 3). In particular, historically
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Figure 10. Vintage industry 2D reflection seismic data (Line KH–2) in north-western Hungary showing the presence of Cretaceous Alpine nappe contacts as sub-
horizontal bright reflector packages in the pre-Cenozoic basement of the Pannonian Basin. Resistivity values based on MT soundings are shown to illustrate the
good match of the high-conductivity MT anomaly (TCA) with the inferred Alpine overthrust plane (for location see Figure 4)

10. ábra. Az Északnyugat-Magyarország területén található 2D szeizmikus reflexiós szelvényeken a kréta korú, alpi takaróhatárok közel vízszintes helyzetű erős reflek -
torokként jelentkeznek a prekainozoos aljzatban. Az MT szondázáson alapuló ellenállásértékek jó egyezést mutatnak a magas vezetőképességű MT anomália (TCA) és
az alpi takaróhatárok helyzete között (a szelvény nyomvonalát lásd a 4. ábrán)



numerous graphite occurrences were described in the
Eastern Greywacke Zone (Figure 11) and many of these
were mined in Styria (e.g. METZ 1938, SCHARFE 1981,
AIGNER et al. 1990, RANTITSCH et al. 2004). We acknowledge
the presence of graphite in the Gurktal Nappe complex (e.g.
FLÜGEL & NEUBAUER 1984, KOROKNAI et al. 1999) and in the
Drauzug–Gailtal area as well (e.g. ÁDÁM et al. 1990).
However, for our physical measurements of the conductivity
we needed a reference area with massive graphite (Figure 11
and Table I) and that is why we chose the eastern Greywacke
Zone as the best analogue area in the Eastern Alps.

The Greywacke Zone has a very complex internal
structure (Figures 11 and 12), as it has several Eoalpine nappe
units in it (e.g. NEUBAUER et al. 1994). These four major Alpine
thrust sheets were subdivided by their base ment lithologies,
their Late Palaeozoic to Triassic cover sequences, and the
degree of pre-Alpine metamorphism. These are, from footwall
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Figure 11. Geologic map of the eastern Greywacke Zone in Styria (GASSER et al. 2009) with the location of our own samples (listed in Table I) and those of
RANTITSCH et al. (2004). For location of this area within the Eastern Alps, see Figure 1

11. ábra. A stájerországi keleti Grauwacke-zóna geológiai térképe (GASSER et al. 2009). A RANTITSCH et al. (2004) által megvizsgált pontokat aláhuzással jeleztük. A mi
mintáinkat illetöen a kibúvás (13. ábra, a) helyét a térképen piros csillag, a kaiserbergi területet (13. ábra, b) pedig a piros négyzet jelöli. A Grauwacke-zóna elhelyezkedése
a Keleti-Alpokon belül az 1. ábrán látható

Figure 12. In the Greywacke Zone of the Austroalpine nappe stack there are
several nappe units (e.g. NEUBAUER et al. 1994). In particular, the Carboni -
ferous Sunk-formation (up to 150 m thick) of the Veitsch nappe unit is
interpreted as a deposit formed in a delta environment with coal seams in it,
presently exposed on the surface in a greenschist metamorphosed facies. The
age of Alpine greenschist facies metamorphic overprint: 100–80 Ma (Eoalpine,
i.e. Late Cretaceous). Due to this metamorphic imprint, the coals turned to
graphite at many locations along the Greywacke Zone in Styria. We adopted
the figure from GASSER et al. (2009)

12. ábra. A Grauwacke-zóna számos takarós egységből épül fel (pl. NEUBAUER et al.
1994). A Veitsch takarós egységen belül található karbon korú Sunk Formáció
(akár 150 m vastagságú) egy deltakörnyezetben lerakódott üledékes rétegsor,
benne szénrétegekkel. A formáció zöldpala fáciesként bukkan a felszínre, amely
egy 80–100 millió évvel (eoalpi, késő-kréta) ezelőtti meta morfózis nyomait őrzi. A
metamorfózis hatására a szenes rétegek számos helyen grafittá alakultak a
Grauwacke-zónában, Stájerországban. Az ábrát készítette GASSER et al. (2009)



to hangingwall: the Veitsch, Silbers berg, Kaintaleck and Noric
nappes. Among these nappes, it is the Veitsch nappe
(RATSCHBACHER 1984, 1987), which has the graphite-bearing
Carboniferous (West phalian?) Sunk Formation (up to 150 m
thick). This formation was interpreted as a molasse-like
deposit formed in a delta environment with coal seams in it
(KRAINER 1992). However, it is presently exposed on the
surface in a greenschist metamorphosed facies. 

The very well studied age of the Alpine metamorphic
overprint for the Sunk Formation ranges between 100–80
Ma (i.e. Late Cretaceous, see RANTITSCH et al. 2004, for a
detailed summary). Due to this metamorphism, the coals
turned to graphite at many locations along the Greywacke
Zone in Styria (Figure 11).

The amount of graphite within the Sunk Formation
varies considerably both horizontally and vertically (e.g.
RATSCHBACHER 1984, 1987). A typical outcrop of the black
schists in this formation may not have more than 5% graphite
in it (Figure 13, a).

Besides the many historic and abandoned graphite mines
in Styria, one of the still active mines is located near Kaisers -
berg (Figure 11). Whereas the earlier graphite mining oc -
curred mostly on the surface, the current mine is a subsurface
one, producing very high quality graphite (Figure 13, b). The
thickness of the pure graphite deposits is rapidly changing in
the area but, based on observations in the active mine,
individual graphite seams could reach the 5 m thickness. Note
that just a few metres thick graphite layer could produce the
subsurface MT anomaly of the TCA (Figure 6). The true
stratigraphic thickness of the entire Sunk Formation is
estimated at Kaiserbergs as 200 m, but the apparent thickness
is at least twice as thick due to Alpine thrusting. 

NEUBAUER et al. (1994) made the critical observation in
the Greywacke Zone that in the northern segments of the
nappes in the Northern Calcareous Alps the basal, i.e. most -
ly Palaeozoic stratigraphic portions are missing, sugges ting
preservation within the other three nappes. This could be
explained by the gradual ramping up along the overall NW

oriented overthrust surfaces (Figure 14). Thus the pre-
thrusting arrangement of the Permian and Triassic se -
quences from present NW to SE is as follows: Middle
Austro alpine unit, Veitsch nappe, Silbersberg nappe, Kain -
taleck nappe and Noric nappe as well as other nappes of the
Northern Calcareous Alps. Note the presence of coals in a
Carboniferous graben which were caught up and meta -
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Figure 13. a) Typical outcrop expression of black schists with some graphite
content just north of Kalwang, Eastern Alps, Styria, Austria. Location:
latitude: 47°26’2.43”N, longitude: 14°45’16.35”E. b) Pure graphite sample
from the Kaisersberg mine, Styria, Austria, courtesy of Prof. RANTITSCH,
Leoben University

13. ábra. a) Fillitek jellegzetes felszíni kibukkanása kevés grafittartalommal a
Keleti-Alpokban, Kalwangtól északra (Stájerország, Ausztria). A kibukkanás
koordi nátái: szélesség 47°26’2.43” É, hosszúság 14°45’16.35” K. b) Grafitminta a
kaisersbergi bányából (Stájerország, Ausztria), prof. RANTITSCH (Leobeni
Egyetem) jóvoltából

Figure 14. Cartoonish depiction of the pre-thrusting geometry of the Greywacke nappes (NEUBAUER et al. 1994). Note the presence of coals in a Carboniferous
graben which were caught up and metamorphosed in the Veitsch nappe during the Cretaceous nappe stacking

14. ábra. NEUBAUER et al. (1994) modellje a Keleti-Alpokban található Grauwacke-zóna különböző egységeinek takaróképződés előtti geometriájáról. A vastag, törmelékes
kőzetek által dominált karbon–permoszkíta medencekitöltésből (sárga színnel) alakult ki a kréta folyamán a Veitsch takaró egység



morphosed in the Veitsch nappe during the Cretaceous
nappe stacking (NEUBAUER et al. 1994). The corollary of this
model that if graphite is indeed the cause of the TCA then it
provides clues for the large-scale Carboniferous palaeo -
geography of the Eastern Alps and the Transdanubian Range
(Figure 1). More specifically, using the model of LINZER &
TARI (2010), the nappe systems of the Greywacke Zone and
the Transdanubian Range were much closer during the
Cretaceous nappe stacking than today. Therefore, the TCA
is probably caused by graphite, as metamorphosed Carboni -
ferous coals, beneath the NW Pannonian Basin in a poorly
understood and mapped subsurface nappe unit which may be
a lateral equivalent of the Veitsch nappe (Figure 12).

Discussion and planned future work

Graphite is a well-known “fault lubricant” (e.g. ZULAUF et
al. 1990). Rocks rich in graphite have been reported from
several major fault zones worldwide (OOHASHI et al. 2011,
2013). Typically, these fault zones are characterised by
blackish fault gouge, composed of finely crushed quartzo-
feldspathic fragments, highly crystallised graphite, and minor
accessory clay minerals. Although the amount of graphite
fraction varies with the fault zone, most blackish fault gouges
contain about 2–12 wt% of graphite in the bulk fault gouge
(e.g. MANATSCHAL 1999). Furthermore, it has been experi -
men tally proven that even a small fraction of graphite can have
a disproportionally large effect on frictional strength where
graphite is concentrated by smearing into interlinked layers
(e.g. RUTTER et al. 2013).

Whereas we believe that the presence of graphite is the
best possible explanation for the TCA, we do not necessarily
claim that the graphite is exclusively distributed along the
Alpine overthrust planes.

Rather, graphite being present in tectonically thinned
nappe units is supported by two observations.

Firstly, the seismic signature of the MT anomaly associ -
ated with the TCA is typically not a singular reflector but
rather a package of reflectors, corresponding to a few hundred
metres thick layer, not to a single interface. Secondly, in many
cases the TCA does not have any seismic expression which
could mean that the graphite is present in a nappe unit but is not
associated with the physical plane of overthrusting.

In order to further refine the model suggested here, we plan
to build synthetic 2D seismic reflections sections using the
well-constrained Greywacke Zone nappe stack as an input. We
also intend to interpret a modern 3D reflection seismic data set
in the vicinity of the critical Tét–3 well (Figure 9).

Also, since we believe that the Greywacke Zone is a closer
and more appropriate analogue for the TCA than the Drauzug–
Gailtal area (Figure 1) studied by ÁDÁM et al. (1990), the area
around Kaisersberg should be targeted by MT soundings. As
the graphite-bearing (Figure 11) Veitsch nappe projects
beneath the Northern Calcareous Alps to the north (Figure 1),
and certainly ends up in a few kilometres depth, it should
provide a very similar MT signal to that of the TCA.

Conclusions

The exceptionally low resistivity (i.e. 1–2 Ωm) Trans -
danubian Conductivity Anomaly (TCA) of the Hungarian
part of the NW Pannonian Basin has a very large areal extent
(on the order a few thousand square km) and it is a sub -
surface anomaly with no outcrop.

Our results show a very strong spatial correlation
between the TCA and the inferred subsurface extent of the
Palaeozoic base of the Upper Austroalpine–Transdanubian
Range nappe system. Moreover, we found good correlation
between the spatial position of the TCA and pronounced
seismic reflector packages interpreted to be sub-horizontal
Cretaceous Alpine nappe surfaces. Moreover, for the first
time, we obtained a reasonable match between an Alpine
overthrust plane, marked by a prominent reflector package,
a graphite bearing Palaeozoic unit penetrated in a hydro -
carbon exploration well and a corresponding MT anomaly.
This finding, after 35 years, confirms the pioneering inter -
pretation of HORVÁTH & RUMPLER (1984).

The best explanation for the observed extent and
geometry of the TCA is the presence of Carboniferous
graphite in sub-horizontal, tectonically thinned (on the
order of hundreds of metres) nappe units at the base of the
Upper Austroalpine nappe edifice of NW Hungary. Based
on our measurements and modelling results, the graphite in
the Veitsch Nappe of the Greywacke Zone in the Eastern
Alps is considered as the best outcropping analogue for the
exceptionally high conductivity rock type responsible for
the TCA.
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